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Tke United States as a Small Tower.
Admiral Fiskk lins cot w near as

nuy other American Intelligence to the
true Inwardness of the President's
proposal that wo shall enter a league
at Powers to enforce peace and pro-

tect small nations.
Admiral Fiskk says In substance

that If we wcro to go Into such n
league In our present state of military
and naval Inefficiency and unprepared-ncs- s

we should he In) the position
of one of the small nations to ho "pro-

jected," and not be one of the great
protective, factors of the proposed
worldwide organization.

This Idea does not appeal strongly
to American pride ; to American t,

even.
Nevertheless, that Is the truth of,

the mutter, and ten hundred thou-

sand w.ords could not alter It.

Mr. Lodge at the White House.
Senator Lodgk of Massachusetts does

not feel the full weight of Presiden-
tial disfavor. Mr. Wilson declines
t nppenr on the same platform with
him, but his name has not disap-
peared from the White House Invita-

tion list. He Is not persona non grata
or victim of that service of" humanity
which he Is Incapable of comprehend-
ing and unworthy of assisting.

For Mr. Lodgk, congratulations. He
Is a sociable creature, one wlio enjoys
the amenities of polite Intercourse,
accustomed to the grnces of the ban
quet table, the drawing room and the
tall room. As a guest he is sought
after. Physically decorative, his dig-allie-

anil manly beauty lends distinc
tion to nuy gathering; lie survives
?vcn tlio distortion of those gloomy
garments In which the male human
being dm) ics himself for evening fes
tivities. Ho can wear a frock coat as
it is given to few men to wear It
without acquiring the outward sem
blnnce of a peripatetic vender of pills.
To bar him from the White House
would he to sacrifice much ; more than
lie himself would lose by the enforce
ment of the decree.

Let Mr. Lowik. hearten himself. He
can see Hum Shoe Bux nud Jim Ham
In action and in repose; Colonel
Housr. ho may occasionally observe
on the public highways and adorning
the receiving Hue. Lot this sustain
him ns he contemplates his moral tur
pitude .In not giving joyful assent to
the dictates of the new freedom.

Mr. Wilson's Interest In the Land
Forces.

When Mr. Wilson thought it was
'"due to my colleagues on the hill" (the
Capitol) to pitch Into a delegation of
the Maryland League for National
Defence for snylng forcibly in a
memorial read to him that the mo
blllzation of 1 1; National Uuuril for
border service was a failure, lie forgot
that General Huaii L. Scott, Chief
of Staff; General William A. Mann,
Chief of the Militia Bureau, tmd Gen
eral Lkonabb Wood, the ranking ofllcer

.of the army and the foremost author
ity on preparedness, htid said exactly
the same thing, if not in the came
words, In reports and In testimony
before the House Committee on Mili
tary Affairs.

Tho President nnd his "colleagues
on tho hill" must sharo the responsl
blllty for the legislation federalizing
tlio Organized Militia. Its purpose
won to make the National Guard, re
crulted to tt strength of 100,000 men, a
first line of defence force. The plan
was lobbied through Congress by those
interested in it, ami the exhibition
provoked censure. Its futility not
oven the beneficiaries can now deny,
Apparently Mr. Wilson In sensitive
when condemnation Is uttered by mere
civilians. We are Bine that the Mary-hinde- rs

had no Intention of rctlectlng
upon individuals in tho National
Guard; nor had General Scott or
General Wood. They have taken
pains to say eos It is the system that
lias liecn condemned.

Mr. Wilson after his display of
peevishness promised the delegation
to glo compulsory service ills "most
earnest consideration," But when he
said that "tiiupicsllotiahly physical
training is needed and wilt uccoiiipllsh
n great deal, tint It can be had without
compulsory military service," vi fear
lie betraji'd a secret hostility lo the
pruioil. Moreover, Mr. Wilson dis-
missed the dcmiiiiil for preparedness
rather cuuillcrly, hi fact with flip-

pancy, when Itcprohcutiithu (Jakiimik
urged It in a Kpw.-c- h In ''ongre!f, LatT
public opinion compelled Mr. Wilson
to do something, mid ho advocated
n Continental Army In speeches In
the West, only to turn hlu back upon

the plan on his return to Washington,
break faith with Secretary Qabbibon,
and give Ills support to Chairman
Hay, who was pulling wires to bring
about the fcilerolliatlon of the Na-

tional Guard. Mr. Wilson's sudden
conversion had an unpleasant odor of
politics.

Tbereforo wo should advise the ad-

vocates of compulsory military train-
ing not to attach too much Importance
lo the President's profession of In-

terest In their cnuse. A study of the
remarks Mr. Wilson made to the
Muryland delegation on Thursday
would disclose no enthusiasm for prac-

tical preparedness.

rutting Teeth In Safety First.
Klght women and four men lost

their lives In a fire nt 283 North Sixth
street, Brooklyn, on November 0, 1015,

und In the Investigation which fol-

lowed It was disclosed that the stat-
utes enacted to protect factory opera-

tives from such perils had been vio-

lated. Samuki. IJakkin, an occupant
of the building, has now been sen-

tenced to two and a half years In the
State prison for culpnlnble negli-

gence In the case. His nro the first
conviction and sentence under the
statute.

New York has an excellent code for
the safeguarding of the lives of work-

ers. It has been found difficult to
enforce Its provisions. Employers
nnd employees alike have violated Its
terms, disregarding such occurrences
ns the Triangle lire nnd numerous
others which differed from It only In

that their toll of lives was not so great.
It has been easy and popular to de-

nounce the owners for 'sordldness In
exposing their operatives to unneces-
sary dangers, but It should be' re
membered thnt the workers them-

selves have proved reckless and diffi-

cult to manage. Babkin's conviction
and sentence will Impress on employ-

ers the fact that the law carries pen
alties for offenders. Where the prob
ability of a fatal blaze has not moved
them to compliance with Its require-
ments the possibility of a Ktuy In Sing
Sing may be effective.

So far ns the employees are con
cerned their bosses have u simple
method of enforcing good behavior,
The dismissal of recalcitrant workers
will soon bring discipline Into the
shops; nnd obedience to the law will
hereafter mean something to the men
at the head. We believe that the
sentence pronounced on Barkin will
do more to Insure safety In factories
than the Inspections of all the offl

clals whose names aro on the city pay-

roll could accomplish.

Are the Central rowers Hearing the
End of their Resources?

In the "Ordeal of Battle" Mr. Oli- -

veb speaks of three-period- of war:
the onset, when success depends upon
swiftness of action; the grip, when
trained numbers may win; and the
"drag of war," when victory should
go to the side with the deepest purse.
Mr. John B. C. Kebshaw in an article
In the January Fortnightly Review
maintains that the great war is now
In the third period. He deals with the
economic aspects of the conflict, nnd
ns the Kufcnte Allies are In control or
the sea and hitherto have been able
to import all the food and raw ma
terials they actually needed, in spite
of Inroads made by submarine wai- -

fare npon their mercantile marine,
Mr. Kebshaw devotes most of his
space to the Central Powers, which
are operating on Interior lines econom
ically us well as militarily.

The wish, of course, i father to the
thought when this English statistician
says that "even If the German nation
could realize the whole of their In

vestments nt home nnd abroad at the
prices ruling before the outbreak of
war, their" financial ability to con
tlnuo tho struggle beyond n three
years limit might be doubted." But
this financial ability, whatever it may
lie after two and n half years o'f wnr.
can add but llttlo to the resources Jn

food produced In the territories be
longing to nnd occupied by Germany
and her allies, and as to raw ma
terlnls used In the making of mu

nltions and of other wnr equipment
the case seems to be worse.

As to Germany herself there is a
significant statement made in a pub
lication of the Imperinl Statistical Of
fice In 1012, as follows: "Upou an
agricultural area which has In size
remained practically unchanged, Gcr
man agriculture has endeavored to
supply a jtopulatlon, increasing In
numbers and wealth, with food in ac-

cordance with ttie Increased demand,
with tho result that food Is Imported
in Increasing quantities for tho upkeep
of the population." According to the
last report on the trndo of Germany
prepared before the war by Sir Fban-ci- h

Orrr.NiiEiMEB, tho British com-

mercial attache In Berlin, the net Im-

ports of vegetable foods nnd foodstuffs
In 1012 had n value of 102,42.1,000

und that of the nnlmnl foods nnd
foodstuffs wns 1S,750,000, tho total
being 151,175,000. "Tills represents,"

ays Mr. Kershaw, "tin Increase of
41,000,000 or nearly 117 per cent,

on thCilOOO-101- 0 average." Hero
are tho Imports of six leading raw ma-

terials in 1012: cotton, raw nnd waste,
27,012,000; hides nnd skins, 18,13.1,-00- 0;

wool, raw, 17,805,000; timber
and building materials, 10.774,350;
copper, raw ami scrap, 10,0.15,750;

Iron ore, 10,053,250; total, 100,000,-00- 0,

or 20 per cent, of the valuo of tho
total imports. Next In Importance
were silk, saltpetre und rubber, with
n total of 27,000,000, or 5 per cent, of
the total Import trade; while oils, Juto
and tin, another group, were valued
ut 12,000,000.

All these rnw mnterinls nro essen-

tial to tlio manufacture of wnr muni-

tions und equipment, and unlesn Ger-mnn- y

can supply them In equal or
greater quantities from lier own ter-rlv- v

and from provinces occupied
she Is falling steadily behind, for her

need in the great war Is urgent and'
constant., Mr. Klbshaw It should be
noted, speaks of these Imports ns net
"after deducting tho exports."

It Is ndmlttcd that Austria-Hungar- y

"Is less dependent upon outside
sources." In 1012 her net Imports of
food 'amounted In value to only

.1,040,000. Sho could have been
In tlmo of peucc. In 1012

Austria-Hungary- 's Imports of wool,
coal nnd coke, copper, hides and
leather, Iron nnd steel and cotton were
vnlued nt 20,780,000, or 14 per cent,
of the totnl. Turkey, nlrendy on
economic burden, is dismissed with
scant notice, because the Balkan wars
almost llnlshed her. As to her crop
potentialities Mr. Kershaw observes
thnt "it muy be doubted whether the
resources of Turkey In Asia can bo
exploited In tlmo to have any effect
upon tho Issues of the present wnr."
Bulgaria was an exporter of food
products In 1012, but their value was
only 4,253,000. As this Is Bulgaria's
third war In n brief period, agricul-
ture Is neglected. She probably has
only n small surplus of food for her
allies at the best.

Mr. Kkbsiiaw estimates that Bel- -

glum carf' contribute foodstuffs worth
10,000,000 to the German need,

Poland 15,000,000 nnd captured
French territory 5,000,000, desolated
Serbia hardly anything. He asserts
thnt Germany faces n deficiency,
stated In pounds sterling, of 100,- -

000,000. The outlook for supplying
the deficiency In essential raw ma-

terials, except Iron ore, coal nnd oil
(from Gnllcla) he regards as hope
less. Every month of wnr, he affirms,
will bring the Central Powers, nearer
"tho catnstropho that awaits them."
However, there remains the chance of
on Irresistible offensive in the iWest,
and It Is said that preparations for It
are now being made.

The Erll Spirit In the Film.
William: A. Bract, who Is nlwuys

Interesting when he discusses tho
stage or tho screen, Is not snngulne
nbout the immediate money future of
the motion pictures. He tells the
legislative committee that some day
nil will be well with the unspoken
drnmn, but just jiow its expansion
is In a "disastrous direction." He
thinks there has been "un overpro-
duction of pictures." We should sug-

gest the Insertion of the word "bad"
before the word "pictures." The In-

dustry Itself has advanced In the par
ticulars of larger and liner theatres
and more perfect technical results.
Some producers have gone forward
In the matter of splendid staging, us-

ing the outdoors to their best advan
tage and to the great pleasure of the
siiectators. They have presented to
the eye the vnstnesses that were be
yond the grasp of tho stage.

But what of tho dramatic in the
movies? It has not gone forward and
It has gone back. The greed of cer-

tain managers nnd the grossness or
stupidity of their producers lias re
sulted In throwing upon the screens
a flyblown mess of kinctoscoped rot.
There seems to be n fever among
these managing spirits to make the
movies nnsty even when It Is not nec
essary for finnnclal success, and when
the material at hand could be woven
into something pleasing to the s)ecta.
tor nud profitable to the producer.
Why, otherwise, should tho talents of
an actor like John Mason be em-

ployed to film n procession of seduc-

tions? Why, otherwise, should a plot
by Jules Verne, already a scenario
of clean, exciting ndventure, be so
distorted as to Include, utterly for
the sake of Indecency, two attempts
at rape? There must be heroines In
every screen drama, we suppose, to
supply that "heart Interest" ubout
which the managers so glibly talk,
but Is it quite necessary that they
shall be the subjects of hideous at-

tack? Not that all the motion ple-tur- o

dramas nre Infected with dis-

eases of the erotic imagination. Thoro
aro plenty of clean picture plays,
quite enough to prove that all can
and should be clean.

There is no money In the business
now, Mr. Brady snys. There should
be money In It. There will be plenty
In It for the mnnngers who learn that
the public Is hungry for more films
of the clean earth and the clean peo-

ple thereof, for the white magic that
awaits the wand of a- gifted man
ager's vision ; for the drnmn thnt gives
the spectator credit for common In
telligence, normul Imagination and n
decent mind.

What You Don't Know Won't
Hurt You."

Do a majority of Americans renlizo
thnt It has already come to a point
where the Government building at
Hazard, Kentucky; nt Attnlla, Ala
bama; at Neck o' Woods, (icorgillnn.
Is weighing In the scale against the
defenco of such cities ns Boston,
New York, Philadelphia, Wnshlngton,
Baltimore, Norfolk, Charleston, New
Orleans, San Francisco, Seattle?

Do tho mass of Americans rcallzo
thnt tho Southern Congressmen enro
nothing for const defences und every-

thing for dredging tho crick?
Do tho American people rcallzo that

the hog killing and barbecue In Wash-
ington is to be, paid for ns nn item of
"nntlonal defenco"? That revenue to
meet tho feustcrs' bill Is to bu labelled
ns providing "for Increases In tho
army nnd nuvy of the United States"?
That because the Treasury Is short
last year's defcnslvo programme may
be thrown overboard?

If tho American peoplo realize these
things they cun Mop them. If they
don't renlizo them, then It doesn't
particularly matter whether they nro
stopped or not.

At any moment a deputation from
Vera Cruz is likely to invite President
Wilson to visit that city and expound

to Its people, his theory of tho equal-
ity betweon great nations and small.

Just as wo suspected; tho leak como
from a pool.

Tlie altitudo of college students to-

ward universal military training is not
to bo correctly estimated from tho re- -
ports of thoso young gentlemen who'pronts are In excess of 8 per cent, of
cut classes In order to go before com- - the capital Invested." I will say noth-mltte-

and dcclaro themselves. Theso ng-- of tho scneral objection to such a
youngsters aro representative onty of ' tax, but wish to point out the great In-t-

playful spirit of the campus; they
( justice nnd hardship of coupling "part-or- e

prankstera and Junketccrs. At Tale, nershtps" with "corporations" ,in lcvy- -
of tho students who took tho trouble
to vote on tho matter, 1,101 wero for
nnd 286 were against training. At
Princeton the voto was 603 to 92. Tho
negative balloting is large enough to
prave tho voto a genuine expression of
opinion, nnd the rntlo,,flvo ayes .to one
no at Princeton and four to one at j

Yale, Is Indicative of a pretty healthy
state of mind among the collegians.

Swagger sticks will be popular at Palm
Beach. fashion tiofe.

Who dares to believe now that mili-
tary preparedness has not tho unques-
tioning support of tho American peo
ple? Is

It Is not likely that tho Armenian
question will bother Mr. Wilson's
peace league, to any great extent. Tho
number of Armenians surviving at tho
end of the war will bo fo inconsider
able as to removo their troubles from
the Held of Justlclablo questions.

When the pork bills como up In the
Senate that body can do no better than
to adopt tho motto of the Verdun' de-

fenders: "They shall not pass."

Tho daylight savers are about to hold
a convention here Just as tho days are
lengthening. Why could they not have
come to tho rescue last September 21?

A crucial question is whether what l

President Wilson calls "the organized
major force of mankind" would al
ways be absolutely Just In Its treat
ment of tho organized, or disorgan
ized, minor forco of mankind.

The Administration's activities In
Mexico have led to one peace without
victory after another and the final
result Is chaos.

President Wilson reiterates his de-

votion to the National Guard despite
the fact-tha- t tho organization Is neither
national nor a guard.

And now. In furthering "the liberty
of national evolution," tho Germans
arc deporting Serbs into ulavery. It's
too bad that Humanity's only volco
prefers generalities to details.

Germany may consent to peace with-
out victory since her victory without
peace seems somewhat unsatisfactory.

TRANSIT CALORIES.

Consideration of Heated Units la
s'ew Tork Transportation.

To ytx Editor or Tub Sun Sir; The
street railway companies of this town
get thtlr full Bhare. pnd sometimes more
than their share, of popular and official
criticism, with kind words few and far
between. It seems no more than com-

mon Justice, therefore, to make public
note of the fact that these corporations.
during even the bitterest days of this
winter and for many winters past, have
without any official suggestion or com
pulsion and without
been serving the public convenlenco and
health, at considerable expense to them-
selves, by keeping the temperature of
their cars, surface, elevated and sub-
way, at a comfortably high level. The
Brooklyn Itapld Transit Company ap-

pears this Bea&on to have abandoned the
part of public benefactor In this respect,
to Judije from the Tharge made against
certain of its officials summoned to u
Brooklyn police court the other day;
but It would nppear that that company's
alleged sin of omission Is not to be
classed an an offence against the law.

There has been in force for the last
seven years. It Is true, a, regulation of
the Public Service Commission for this
district which Is posted In many of the
ears, requiring the companies to have
their "closed cars- in service for the
transportation of passengers beitween
the 15th day of October and the 15th
day of April In each year" equipped
with "suitable apparatus for heating by
electricity," and directing them to main-
tain In all such cars, "whenever the
outsldo temperature Is less than forty
degrees (Fahrenheit)" a temperaturo of
"not less than forty nor more than sixty-fiv- e

degrees abovo zero," unless pre-

vented by circumstances beyond their
control. This regulation tho companies
have consistently obeyed, except for the
Interborough's failure to maintain "suit-
able apparatus for heating by electricity"
In Its horso drawn closed cars "In sor- -

vice for tho transportation of passcn- -
, h rw rmlnin,r run nt whMi 'ger:

type may still be seen making their
rlckoty way under the Municipal Build-
ing. Sometimes in July and August
tho temperature ki tho closed cars which
may be run on the various lines does
mount well above the prescribed maxi-
mum of Blxty-flv- o degrees, but the com-

panies believe themselves warranted In
presenting tho excuse that these Infrac-
tions of tho rule are not "due to any
negligence on Its (their) part."

Why the Public Service Commission
In Its wisdom should In framing its
heating rule have transposed the names
of the months April and October It Is
hard for tho man In tho street car to
guess. Certainly the period between
"the 15th day of October and tho lbtli
day of April In each year" must be the
period beginning on April 15 and end-

ing on October 15, if, as tho calendar
Instructs us, each year begins on Janu-
ary 1 and ends on December 31,

New YonK, January 26. If. B. C.

WOMEN WHO LOAF.

Agonized Cry of a Druggist Whose
.Store Is n Hangout.

To the Editor ok The Sun Sir: Some
reader of Tun Sun may suggest somo
sort ot employment for women who
loaf about drug stores, In the course
of a talk I had with a druggist recently
he said:

"I wonder why so many women pick
out a pharmacy to prowl about in?
Every day, Sunday Included, they drift
In here, lean on tho show cases, paw-ove- r

Btock, strut up and down, and when
a clerk flnlshos with a real customer
and rushes over to tea what is wanted,
milady greets him with a frown. 'No,
I'm just waiting,' she says. Next, a
clerk comes out from tho .cubbyhole
where they mix medicine. Ho spots the
da mo and approaches. No, she does not
want anything,

"Eight or nine overdressed women
strut up and down the store keep'ng
most of tho clerks on tenterhooks all
tho time. And Oiere Is not ten cents
worth of business in tho whole bunch,"

New York, January 26. Mac.

TAXING PROFITS.
'Great Injustice to Partnerships as

Against Corporation!.
To the Editor or Tub Sun Sir: Sir.

Kttcliln, chairman of the Itouas Wnys
and Means Committee, has stated that:
"It Is proposed to tax profits of cor- -
poratlons and partnershlDB when such

lng this tax,
A corporation has officers, president.

secretary, treasurer, &c, all of whom
may receive very large salaries, which
are Included in the expenses to bo de
ducted in calculating tho profits. It can
easily be understood that these salaries
and similar expenses may bo so great
that the profits of the corporation will
not exceed 8 per cent, on tho capital, tn
which case they will bo subject to no
tax.

A partnership Is another matter.
Two or more persons compose it, and
do business with somo success on a
limited capital. The money they earn

due to a very large extent to the per-

sonal Hervlco they render and not to
the captltal employed. In tho caso of
tho corporation tho officers who per-

form this servlco receive salaries, which
will bo deducted as stated above. But
In tho partnership no such deduction
can be made because the compensation
of each partner Is a share of the profits
and not a salary. This shows how much
greater hardship such a tax would be
to the partnership than to the corpora-
tion. '

Suppose a corporation with $100,000
capital makes a gross prollt of 20 per
cent., or 120,000, but the officers' sala-
ries amount to 820,000. There ia no
profit on the capital, as it has alt gone
hi salaries and there Is nothing to tax.
Suppose a partnership has a capital of
8100,000, and makes a gross profit of
20 per cent, or 820,000. An allowance
of 8 per cent, on the $100,000 will be
made and $12,000 will be taxed. A
still greater hardship would be Inflicted
In the case of a partnership with .a
very small capital, where the entire
profit results from the most laborious
personal effort of the partners. Sup-
pose a comer grocery conducted by
two had workers, who are on the Job
from 4 o'clock A. M. to 10 o'clock P. SI.
They have a capital of $5,000 and make
$3,600 each, a total of $7,000. They
would be taxed on 4he excess over
8 per cent, on $5,000, or on $6,600,
while the big corporation with a $20,000
president, taking life easy and living
In luxury, would escape all tax.

There are many partnerships also
conducting business on borrowed capi-

tal, where the hardship would be still
greater. An exemption of $5,000 capi
tal In addition to 8 per cent, on capital j

would not In very many cases remove
the discrimination against partner-
ships. Again, why should a "partner-
ship" be taxed when a similar business
next door carried on by a single pro-

prietor Is not taxed?
The principle of taxing business men.

.If n. penalty must be Imposed for suc
cess, on profits In excess of 8 per cent,
on capital Is entirely wrong. If such
a tax must be Imposed tt should be on
net profits on sales, say, in excess of
10 per cent, of such sales. H. E. D.

New York, January 23.

WHO SHALL PAY?

Perhaps the Exposed Customers Will
Make Up Parse.

To tub Editor or The Sun Sir: Have
the expert accountants of the Congres-
sional leak committee determined the
compensation to bo paid to the clerks of
stock exchango houses who will be com-

pelled to compllo the Information the
committee desires?

As one of them I think I speak their
collective opinion of this burden that has
been so thoughtfully placed on their
shoulders. For the past two years we
have labored frequently as many as
twenty hours a day. The average was
probably twelve hours, and to this should
be added many Sundays and holidays.

At the present time a respite has come
to us In the lessened volume of business
being transacted on tho exchange, and a
hope for a rest to compensate and recu-

perate for the excessive energy expended
seemed Imminent, but Instead we face
this enormous volume of extra work
which will require weeks to complete
without l.opo of reward or compensation
In any way.

To whom are we to look for help? To
the President of Humanity? BnsrM.

New York, January 26.

Q. E. NON D.

CunicapInsComeappance, Hut How
About the Word "Druthers"!

To the Editor or Tun Sun Sir: Mr.
David A. Curtis Q. R D.s very well on
the nroblem of "comcuplns" and "come- -

uppance," but the probability Is that no
one ever Intended any difference of mean-
ing and that the "anco" ending Is the
result of careful coining by the New
England refiners. I have heard "come-uplns- "

In the South among both whites
and negroes, always expressing the ful-

filment of a perfectly proper vengeance,
which agrees with the understanding of
most of your correspondents, and I have
heard the same wounding of tho word
In other parts of the country, but "down
East" and up tho Hudson folk gener-
ally get It "comouppancc," and either
way It certainly makes a very good
piece of speech.

There Is another odd piece of lingo
which I have never seen threshed out,
and that Is "drutherf." I heard it first
In:

If you could hve your druthen
Wbit'd you ruther hve?

How about It? Is It rare or common?
W. E. S,

Passaic, N. J., January 26.

Fins nnd Pance.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir:
Comeupptnee met Comeuplni

On n editorial pstti
"Comeuplna," uld Comeuppance,

"I'm In a bloody rage

" 'Twaa calm beneath the datalei
Where we repoaed we two

And now, because the editors
Have nothing else to do,

"We're yanked Into the llinellglit
While aged men do (tare

And cry, 'ny gum, we knew 'em
In childhood, we declare!'

"And even old man Greenlaw
Must eke relieve hl mind;

And o admit that we are trulghl,
But not two ot n klndt"

"Comeuplna," cried Comeuppance,
"Our woca have Juit begun.

With 'Conetant Header' In reserve
I'm leary of Tin Hun!"

"Comeuppance," said Comeuplni,
Our aorrowa we'll aiauage;

drink a fainoui Itainoi flu
And vanleli from the stage!"

Nbw York, January SB. C. F. 8.

THIRTY.

John Vare was 30, nnd he turned
again to that moving chapter In which
William James speaks of tho power ot
tho will to fix habit and tho way In
which habit coerces tho will. In youth
it Is tho will that determines a man's
habits, but by 30, If he read James
aright, tlio habit generally masters the
will.

John Vnro knew that his youth wns
Ivcr. It had been a pleasant time.
Ho looked forward with a restrained a
anticipation to old nge, when he might
revert, he hoped, to some of the Irre-
sponsible Joyousness of boyhood. In
the meantime

In tlio meantime ho must do every-
thing for which llfo had been given
him. Ho was 30; such power of will
as ho had would not bo greatly en-

hanced in tho years to como. Such
habits ns he had would not suffer many
mutations. If ho had not laid a sure
foundation it was too late to repair tho
error now. He must build as well as
ho could on tho courses laid.

His mind wandered back to the days
In high school when he had worked nt
great tension to keep at tho head of a
rather brilliant class. This had cuused
a breakdown. Sent away to a boarding
school, ho took a long time to get his
bearings. But In his last year there
ho had been near the top In Iris
studies.

Ho had not matured as rapidly as
he had progressed. College, with Its
unwonted freedoms. Its utter lack of
emphasis on the things ho excelled In,
marked a reaction. Ho made few
friends and found himself outsldo the
main current of college life, llunning
wild, he voluntarily ended his colleso
time in tho middle of tho four year
term. Work for a wage claimed him.
and now he got on better. A critical
illness put a period to this stage. After
he recovered ho went West, working
at his trade and getting new perspec-
tives on the things outsldo It. And
then by somo direction within him (did
It really como from within him? he
wondered) he threw up everything and
entered a business combining peril,
physical hardship and contact with
everything his life had shielded him
from.

This was the business of them who:
go down to the sea in ships. Enduring
Its trials with what fortitude ho could
summon, John Varo was overwhelmed
by the conviction that here ho had
touched the bedrock of existence. Hero
was a stratum of llfo so deep, so hard
that none could drill deeper; here was
an experience to servo forever after as
a touchstone by which to test the
worth of all that might befall him, and
he felt that by comparison with what
he was now confronting anything else
would be sweet.

He returned home to nnd his father
dying.

For days John Vare could not find
himself alone without reproaches. It
he had only known. If his unchecked
imagination had only been exercised on
things here at home. When all was
over and he hud gone back to work he
had before him a vision as magnificent
as any vouchsafed to man. It was the
vision of his father silent, anxious, in
pain gripping tho arms of the chair
as he sat him down before nis aesit
and compelled himself to do the day's
work. His father had not known where
he was: in the clutch of a mortal sick
ness might not tho parent have
doubted his son? But there had teen
no doubt; there had been only a shade
of disappointment and deepening anx
iety as tho days slipped by witnoui any
.word, as the pain grew sharper, as the
time on earth gTew less.

Thank God, ho had not been too late
at the last! thought John Vare.

And that had been nearly ten years
ago, and now ho was 30. He lifted his
head In tho firelight of the comfort
able home. There was his mother,
reading. There was his wife, sewing.
Upstairs were his children the grand
children. For there was some one else
present too. John Vare could almost
see him sitting In a vacant cnair by
the fireside, and the boundless love and
affection that ho had never known
how to display welled up In his heart
nnd communicatod itself to tne deaa.

WHERE DICKENS STAYED.

Anna 11. Dickinson's Memories of the
Mansion House, Belleville.

To the EDlTon ok The Sux Sir: The
editorial paragraph In The Sun of Tues-
day referring to the burning of the old
Mansion House at Belleville, 111., one of
the stopping places of Charles Dickens
on his American tour of which he made
particular mention In his "American
Notes," recalls memories, and anions
them Is the amusing one in the experi-
ence of Anna K. Dickinson, as related In
her book "A Bagged Register," 'reminis-
cent chronicles of a lecture tour through
the West. Miss Dickinson, on her way
to lecture In St. Ixmls, had to stop one
night at Belleville, n stop she "had to
laugh over." Belleville, sho recalls, "Is
bet thirty mites from St. Louis, yet the
houses and tands and people were sights.
Nobody but Dickens could do Justice to
them. He once did so. Belleville Is a place
marked In his 'Notes.' He came to It on
a big hunt, and they still show the bit
of oji Inn at which he stopped, and are
full of stories of lilnv My driver was
the son of tho old hotel keeper keeper
of the hotel now himself, a yellow haired,
long legged gawk, who narrated with
pride how bo blacked Dickens's boots,
and how he Dickens 'went on a glori-

ous bust. He nln't noways related to
you, bo he?' 'No,' said I, somewhat won-
dering, the mystery being somewhat elu-

cidated by tho query, 'I say, Missus Dick-
ens, whero shell I hcv your trunk checked
on to?" Tho hotel had been built on the j

old one tho old ono now degraded to a
hen'house-- the most comical place, with
deep window seats, and a ridiculous three
cornered cupboard and a door set Into
the room opposite tho cupboard, also
three cornered, nnd furniture that had
apparently descended from the Ark.
Everything was scrupulously clean, an
unheard of luxury through the last half
week."

Miss Dickinson says she expected to
havo at least a night's sleep, but, al-

though it was midwinter, tho night was
sultry as August, and during the night
a terrific storm of thunder and light-
ning and tempest broke over the prairie
and the quaint Inn was rocked ominously
In tho fierce assaults of tho gale, "a
wind, as my landlord remarked In tho
morning, that 'was enough to blow the
dead out o' their graves" Ed Mott.

Uoshen, January 25.V
What the Quartcrmaatcr Didn't Do.

To tiik Hditoh or Tiik Hcn 5ir: It
seema strange that a soldier should re-

ceive such a beautiful fetfer of commenda-
tion for resenting an Insult to the nag from
his superiors as Quartermaster I.ukslch got
the other day. I should Imagine that they
would have risked a rebuke from our
commander of the forces.

Would not the recruiting officer have been
right If ha had said, "We are too proud
to light," cleaned the (lag and railed It
again to Its proper placet i

II. J, Kitcum.
Nsw Totir, January !.

AN INTERPRETATION OF MR. WILSON'S
"PEACE WITHOUT VICTORY. "

Tlte President's Purposes Must Be Considered Willi Careful Separation of

Idealistic Statement and Practical, Immediate liffccl.

President Wilson's foreign policy, In
certain respects, has been' conducted In

manner to create such an Intense feel-

ing of chagrin nnd apprehension that
thcro Is a disposition, not without somo
excuse, to belittle all his utterances
upon tho subject and to doubt their sin-
cerity. This Is unfortunate; for what-
ever may bo said as to the spirit in
which Mr. Wilson's speech to tho Sen-

ate on January 22 may be understood
and received by tho peoples nt war, nnd
whatever may bo tho effectB to flow
therefrom. It must be recognized asflhe
expression In bold form of the princi-
ples that should govern the brotherhood
of man In nationalistic aspect. Unless
we submit passively to tho Idea that tho
passions, tho greed or tho necessities of
man will render wars - Inevitable, and
henco that efforts to avert them will
bo futile until the minds of all men nro
Just and the hearts of all men aro pure,
the proposals made by the President
must not be waived, set aside as without
practical value. They aro based, I sub-

mit, upon tho only foundation upon
which permanent peace can reasonably
be assured as between those nations
that come within the classification of
civilized.

Putting aside the theory that in tho
last analysis the remote but certain,
even though unconscious, origin of all
great wars Is the Btrugglo for existence
which obeys natural laws and recog-
nizes no sentiment whatsoever, the only
hope of securing a lasting peace is to
remove, as far as possible, the visible,
causes that lead to war. Racial antip-
athies, religious antagonism, the deslro
for revenge for past spoliation, as well
as the lust for conquest, are, among
these causes. Terms imposed upon a
beaten foo which leave these springs of
human action still a living, vital and
growing forco will never serve to se
cure a future peace, however much they
may accomplish In the way of present
satisfaction to the victor. It Is Idle
for one to say that he fights for a
moral Issue who creates a' new moral
Issue by imposition of burdens and
penalties upon the vanquished that go
beyond the actual requirements of an
extirpation of the Immediate evil that
Inspired conflict. By his phrase "a
peaco without victory" Mr. Wilson en
deavored to define his meaning. Here,
again, he leaves room for somo doubt,
but we may hope that he docs not In-

tend to suggest the Idea of a peace
which will not Involve the righting of
wrongs that havo been committed, and
the restoration of territories Invaded,
but rather that he warns against the
commission of new wrongs by a victor's
oppression whlah in .themselves would
form the seeds for future wars.

How can fault be found with the gen-

eral scheme proposed by Mr. Wilson
for tho future maintenance of peace on
earth when It appears to rest entirely
upon the elimination of the usual and
known causes of war? What proposi-
tion of his Is there that Is not In accord
with tho highest dictates of humanity,
yes, and of political wisdom, and that
we havo not ourselves already striven
to establish, and to some extent, In so
far as our own affairs are concerned,
have not already established? Let them
be stated In the order In which they are
presented, and In the most elementary
form:

(a) Equality of rights: political, eco-

nomic and natural. This Is at the very
basis ot our democracy.

(b) Governments shall derive their
Just powers from the consent of the
governed. This Is the essence of our
political structure.

(c) The guarantee of security of life,
of worship nnd of industrial and social
development to be accorded to all peoples
who live under the domination of Gov
ernments devoted to a different religious
faith and purpose. To Oie accomplish-
ment of this end we have given emphatic
utterances to our abhorrence of the con-

ditions Imposed upon the Jews in Uussla,
the Armenians In Turkey and the Poles
in their dismembered country.

(d) A direct outlet to the great high-
ways of the pea by nctuat contact with
the sea or by a guaranteed right ot way.
If, at we have always maintained, the
seas should bo free to all, and If we be-

lieve In the doctrine of equality of rights
in the world, no one can gainsay tho
Justice of this proposition. When any
nation or group of nations, through the
exercise of power, excludes any other j

'

nation or group of nations fiom access
to the sea or other avenues of open com-

merce no such thing ns peace can be
assured. It Is Inevitable that a virile
peoplo to whom the right of free ap-

proach to other peoples Is forbidden or
controlled should seek in the course of
time to break their fetters and force
their way out Into the open so that they
may buy and sell, on equal 'chance nt
least, to supply their own needs and In

GALEN IN THE GALLEY.

Tho Ship's Cook Tells of Doctoring
With Mutton Suet and Ilosln.

To the Editor or The Sun Sfr: r

read with vory much Intcrcit the article
nbout tho ambrlne of Dr! Bartho do
Sandfort.

I am not nt all doctor or nurse, but
simply a chef cook. In 1579 I was chef
on a steamship between Montevideo and
Buenos Ayres and Halto Oriental.. Ono
day of high sea, making quick turn
from the table to the oven lo tako out

..i.t.L.A.-- . r..... ..it.. .....i .....i" Z Z '.,....... . nc,.u... ..." iur,u .iv ...w.
such forco that It cut a big gash across
the tibia. Being young then I did not
pay any attention to it, and unfortu-
nately almost every day It buppened
my wound was struck again.

Tho head carpenter of tho ship, see-
ing mo oocupleil to dress It, told mo a
remedy. Ho said: "Tako a small, clean
vessel, put over a slow lire, put In some
mutton kidney suet. When melted strain
It, ndd half as much rosin and stir.
Tako off lire, and when cold add spirit
of turpentine. Apply to wound, hf small
quantities at first, w as not to close tho
wound." With this treatment my wound
healed completely nnd very quickly.

Dr. Sandfort used wax, while I did use
mutton suet. The rosin Is tho tame, but
he does not mention turpentine.

The most recent discoveries were of
common use by our
fathers, and the science never paid any
attention to them for the slmplo reason
that they could not ho found In tho
codex or were only used by Ignorant
peasants, &c. Louis S, Nooue.

Kte, January 2a.

Missouri Mill Hemcrabera Her Heroes.
Trom Ms IfaytrllJ VIM.

A couple of town boys broke a, pane ot
Class la the post office nns night lnt week.
Postmaster Weldon thought tha James
boys wert rushing tha place.

order to maintain their national ci.iencc.
(e) Freedom of tho sens, In ita ttu,

but general meaning this lnilts thright ot neutrals to carry on leKltlma.
ocean commerco unhindered by natlotsnt war. Controversy on this mbjt
has rested upon different views of "iheright of neutrals" In such nine ns a.fected by the assumed right nf the bt
llgcrcnts. Unless superior fot-i-- ? to
the arbiter theo relative rlRhti must
be determined by agreement standing
Upon tho recognition of the k-- , lh
exclusive property nr hlshva 0
single people on earth, but of nil nin.
Wo have long asserted this principle anj
have persistently endeavored t fKlt(
npproprlato agreements in tocORnlthn
of It,

(f) Limitation of nrmamcnts whereby
they shall be made n power for order
merely and not an Instrument of i(.gression or of selfish violence. This
proposition assumes the creation of a
concert of Powers whose, respective
military forces shall be available
combination for the purpose only t,f
"preserving the peace."

(g) Abstention from nlllances
would be provocative of a contpctltlci
for power: and (h) each nation "to i
left free to determine Its own policy
Its own way of development, unhindered,
unthreatened, unafraid, the little aloni
with tho great in power." Can It be ,
doubted that if theso two proposition
wuro adopted and an adherence thereto
was controlled by a federation for tin
avoidance o war armed conflicts bo.

tween nations would cease? Althouih
hardly a safe Illustration, for reasons
that aro obvious, It Is fair to point ti
our own system, wherein many lnd.
pendent Governments having certain in
dependent powers live together harm-
oniously and prosper under like restric
tlons and like freedom.

The declaration of Mr. Wilson niu't
inevitably have n beneficial and Im-

portant influcnco that will make Itself
felt In any event during tho period of

reflection that will follow the war. If not
now. It marks a step forward in th
development of the Idea that the conduct
of nations, like Individuals, should be

measured by the highest moral law it
Is doubtful, howovor, If it will snene
the European belligerents from their
course as at present contemplated. Man
kind, unfortunately, has not shown ItJel'
ready to live under the protection of

"the golden rule" nor to govern Itself bv

Its principles. No man or group ofmt
smarting under grievances however Just
enduring the agonies of personal Wi
through death and destruction of pro-
perty, whose souls are filled with tie put
pose of Inflicting punishment howevn
merited, can be expected to reduce the
fever which Influences their vision while
the poison Is still In tho veins . nor ca-- i

they who have suffered thus throuth
breach of faith nnd the thirst for pmiei
of their foe visualise a peaceful future
based upon that foe's good fatth u

obedience to the dictates of Justice r.nr
land has again had demonstrated, as a

times before, the necessity of a superto
fleet In defence of hor national exudes.--I- t

Is unthinkable that she should ronse-t- o

abandon that superiority without t

substitution .of some other form of j
sured protection which will not depei
merely upon tho good faith of an. t(
sonably conceivable combination nx.u-her- .

Whether or not that safet cm p

suit from the suggested o'
Powers Is a question that can onl l d'

termlned by an experience of aim

conditions that would assuie it
Believing as Eugluud does, ami a

do, that this Is a war f aggress on

pared for and brought about In fur'l ei

ance of a scheme fur eventual
power, and has been waned with u'
less disregard of tho general laws "'
humanity and in defiance of the
laws of man, It to England as

should seem to us, thnt the feed fro.

which this evil fruit has come should t

destroyed, sn that it may no lonct
annoy the earth with Us preseme Th

does not mean the destruction of the '!'
man nation nor tho crushing of the Ger

man people to a point from wh,c"
arise nnd again take their propt

placo In tho world. It does mean hoa

cer, that tho evil spirits who have mi!

led the German people shall to ejorclsei
and cast out from them. If this can r

done through the awakening to thetrjtt
of tho German peoplo the:nclfs ar..

with their cooperation, as mn nelhai
pen, nnd na England liere r

desire to effect, so much the bc'ter
what surer foundation, befote the mll'e'
nlum, could a concert of !'ower res'

than the awful lesson that ' ""

have been taught that ho who Kins-suc-

a curse upou tho world t a ', n

self ho accursed and shall suffer f

punishment for tho wrongs he "

commit? Charles E msnsiou
New YonK, January 16

IN WINTER'S WHITE CAVt

Snowy tho Floor. Studded With Mr

the Dark Arch Uiote.
To the Editor or Tin: ' '

brilliant sky diamond
glittering glorlouslv am.. I t - "

winter's flrmameiit.il sun ii ieen 'V-I-

regnant near tlio zem' . .n f "r
grand constellation Oim-- - 'ir '

In splendor, brightly ad
llery beacons, Bctelgeux m J '

head the many siais a ' ' '

us from their at ie u

vales nnd hills while '

a northern world rold .a

In about n montli im ' u

day will have come, ni l

solemn sadness of u !.''
begin. January Is .ill"
we gaze uion the !' " '

around us. upon
eo short n time

and fragrant, w e ma

to ourselves :

An old year dies, a n

more,
A lotiKer day sue

Dnmc Nature sleep. '

On Winter's loin-- - n

while:
from coltuKe chlmti-

smoke,
. n

On field nnd fell the "
still,

Some sero last leif iiliir.
oak

And slleiu-- reljji -

nnd hillt
l'II.Mii.i:s Si '

Newton, Mass, J.iiij.i"

Tho Singes of llnrrluiin "'! 'Iar1,

Totiih EdlTois or Tnr "'
Hurrlgan and liar' ,rrlHart's name) Theatre '

trftout they went to tho
rem

Theatre, west of SIV ,i

thcro to Thirty llf'ii
rC3I

UBS-way. Jons
New Yor.it, January S6

f


